THE   YEZIDEES

active of all. These are called Cawals or preachers,
and it is their duty to go from village to village
teaching the doctrines of the Yezidees. They are all
musicians, being taught to sing when very young;
they also perform on the flute and tambourine, both
of these instruments being looked upon as holy.
Before and after playing they often kiss their instru-
ments, and pass them to the audience for them to
do likewise. They dress as a rule in white and
wear black turbans, while the sheikhs always wear
nothing but white. They are generally venerable-
looking men with long beards. They act as emis-
saries for the sheikh, and yearly go forth and collect
the revenues. Their emblem of office is a wand, on
the top of which is perched a brazen peacock, and
they boast with pride that never have their enemies
been able to capture one of these staves. They
relate how on one memorable occasion a priest, being
chased through the desert by Arabs, in the heat of
the pursuit stopped his mare, descended, and buried
the precious badge of office; then, marking the exact
site for future reference, resumed his flight. Having
escaped with his life, six months later he managed to
recover the buried staff, creeping down by night into
the desert from his mountain shelter. Now why
should they place such a high value on these em-
blems? A possible solution was given me by the
Rev. Dr. St. Clair Tisdall, who recalled to my mind
an old Mohammedan tradition that it was the pea-
cock who admitted Satan into the garden of Eden.
This would strengthen the suspicion that the Yezi-
dees really do worship the evil one.

The lowest order in the priesthood are called
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